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Because “chamber choir” is such a 
nebulous term, some publishers are un- 
sure as to whether their publications 
fall into this classification. Recently I 
wrote the Edwin F. Kalmus company 
(P.O. Box 47, Huntington Station, L.I., 
N.Y., 11748) and asked if some of their 
new publications were applicable to the 
smaller choir. The answer came back 
that, no, they were not, but I could look 
at a few if I wanted to. 


I looked again at the listing of their 
“Music Sold at Special Prices” list and 
saw Des Pres, Gallus, Franck, Finck and 
Dufay. The bulk of the music written 
during their era was aimed at the small 
choir, or even a solo quartet. They sent 
a few pieces and sure enough, the stuff 
was all applicable to the small vocal 
group. There are some sure ‘nuff staples, 
such as the Josquin Des Pres Missa 
Pange Lingua ($1.00) and the Ockeghem 
Missi Mi-mi ($1.00). There was also a 
nice set of three motets by Alessandro 
Grandi (60c) for the Pre-Bach True Be- 
liever. Write them for their current list- 
ing of choral pieces. 

Kalmus has 2 further listing of smaller 


works, many by 19th century composers. 
Since Rimsky-Korsakoff isn’t usually 
represented on chamber concerts you 
might try Peaceful and Still. There are 
several things by Mendelssohn, but par- 
ticularly nice was The Green Fields. 
Would you believe my secretary put 
down one of his pieces as “Words by 
Mendelssohn, music by Bartholdy?” Sor- 
ry about that. 

Do you want a real kicker for a con- 
cert? How about two kickers? Take a 
look at Robert Revicki’s Songs of Praise 
(Boosey and Hawkes, Oceanside, New 
York, No. 5597, 25c). Its for two part 
chorus, soloist(s) and percussion. You've 
just got to get a copy to see how well 
written a pair of shortish pieces can be 
with such limited forces. Latin or Eng- 
lish, take your pick, and the percussion 
is a snap. It will work with a dozen kids 
or a goliath chorus of 300. You heroes 
in charge of All-state or All-district or 
All-anything choruses, take note. 


For the director with less august forces 
than he might wish, try two pieces by 
George Brandon. One is published by J. 
Fischer and Bro., Glen Rock, N.J., and 
is called This is the Day (No. 9601, 25c). 
It’s for SAB and organ, but you could 
transcribe the accompaniment for three 
instruments with no problem. Brute easy! 
The second piece is Watch, O Master, 
O’er Us (Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo., 
63118). It is for two-part chorus (men 
and women) and organ, and again it 
could be translated into a trio accomp- 
animent by just reading the lines off the 
page. 

A reprint has been completed of the 
list of 50 works for chamber choir I have 
found effective on the high school level. 
Send a stamped self-addressed envelope 
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Conducting Choral Music, Second Edition, 
by Robert L. Garretson. (Boston: 
Allyn and Bacon, Inc.), 1965. $5.95. 


314 pp. 


This material is addressed to conduct- 
ors of school choirs, to church choir di- 
rectors, to leaders of community choral 
organizations, and to students of the art 
of choral singing. Notice that this is a 
second edition by Garretson, who has 
expanded various sections and has treat- 
ed others in greater detail than in his 
first edition. In particular, Conducting 
Techniques, Chapter Two, and Programs 
and Concerts, Chapter Six, have been 
considerably enlarged. A valuable Appen- 
dix offers over seventy pages of source 
information on choral composers, octavo 
publications, collections, extended choral 
works, publishers, equipment, TV hand 
signals and more. Other revisions and 
new materials are introduced throughout 
the book. An additional chapter, Style 
and Interpretation, has been added to 
correlate with the increased attention 
being given to stylistic and interpretive 
treatment. 

Among the newer and less specialized 
choral conductors the solution of many 
practical problems may be sought during 
the first few years of conducting experi- 
ence. Specific practices and techniques 
are presented to give on-the-job help, 
including source book assistance. 

A Chapter is devoted to each of several 
performance topics of particular concern 
to the choral director: tone and: diction, 
rehearsal techniques, style and interpre- 
tation, and conducting techniques. Many 
diagrams are included to lend clarity of 
concept where abstractions are concerned. 
In the category of organization and man- 
agement, three chapters are given to such 
varied problems as recruiting members, 
organizing and scheduling groups, se- 
lecting music materials, planning pro- 
grams and concerts, and managerial prob- 
lems of budgeting and selecting and pur- 
chasing equipment. 

Choral singing is assuming a position 
of increasing importance and skill as the 
twentieth century continues to build a 
quality image for the performing arts. 
This updated and expanded work has 
been published to build specialized choral 
conductors, encouraging the quality ad- 


ance in artful choral singing. % 


to: Music Department, University of Du- 
buque, Dubuque, Iowa, 52002. 

Any time you write for reference copies 
or other advertised material it would help 
if you would mention The Choral Journal. 
An increase in advertisements is based 
on the knowledge that advertisements 
bring results. For your sake, and the 
health of the CJ and the ACDA mention 
the mag. 
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